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Do not stand at my grave and weep. 

I am not there; I do not sleep. 
I am a thousand winds that blow; 
I am the diamond glints on snow. 

I am the sunlight on ripened grain; 
I am the gentle autumn’s rain. 

Do not stand at my grave and mourn. 
I am the dew-flecked grass at dawn. 

Where tranquil oceans meet the land 
I am the footprints in the sand 

To guide you through the weary day. 
I am still here; I’ll always stay. 

When you wake up to morning’s hush 
I am the swift uplifting rush 

Of quiet birds in circled flight. 
I am the stars that shine at night. 
Do not stand at my grave and cry. 

I am not there; I did not die.

The family of the late Charly Lee Burkes wishes to thank 
everyone for all acts of kindness and sympathy shown during 
our time of bereavement. May God continue to bless each of 

you! 

September 23, 1958 July 14, 2023 
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Charly Lee Burkes , affectionately known as 
"Poola," was born on September 23, 1958 in 
Bacon County to the late Bobbie Ruth Burkes and 
the late J.D. Pratt. 
 
He is preceded in death by his wife, Angie Louise 
Riles; his parents, Bobbie Ruth Burkes and J.D. 
Pratt; and his father figure, John Wesley Suggs. 
 
He leaves to cherish his memories: two 
daughters: Kezia (Kendall) McDuffie, and 
Latrenda (Don) Riles; one son: Michael Riles; 
three sisters: Dianne Brackins, Sebrena Burkes, 
and Andrea (Mike) Pratt Wiley; six brothers: Earl 
Cunningham, Cedric Suggs, John Suggs, Calvin 
(Jennette) Buckley, Jody (Annie) McMillan, and 
Anthony William; two aunts: Lula Johnson, and 
Bobbie Ann Burkes; one uncle: Robert (Juanita) 
Burkes; five grandchildren; two great-
grandchildren; special friend: Shawana Simpson-
Bonaparte; three special nieces: Precious 
Brackins, Toni Overstreet, and Asia Burkes; 
special nephew: Deviante Overstreet; and a host 
cousins, nieces, nephews, and friends. 
 


